
In	this	issue	

Welcome	to	the	3rd	Issue	of	“Our	Highlights”,	where	Dr.	Ioannis
Markopoulos,	NOVA,	gives	us	an	update	on	the	latest	in	digital
technology,	we	find	out	more	about	our	partner	ACTA	Ltd.	through	an
interview	with	Antonis	Georgiou,	our	Partners	share	their	news	on	the
latest	developments	in	their	companies	and	the	π-ΝΕΤ	team	gives	you	an
update	on	what	has	been	happening	inside	our	Competence	Center!	
Happy	reading!		And	happy	Summer	holidays!	

Insights

	
Digital	technology
fusing	the	physical	&
virtual	worlds
Long-term	towards	evolved	5G
and	6G	research	needs
mobilization	of	massive	volumes	of
ideas,	from	which	the	best	can
emerge	and	be	taken	into
standardization.	That	said,
collaborative	research	is	essential
to	share	the	burden	of	costs	and
enable	a	discourse	where
knowledgeable	communities	can
reach	consensus	on	the	best	areas
to	explore.	
Digital	technology	is	increasingly
offering	a	fusion	of	the	physical
and	virtual	worlds.	

The	integration	of	high-resolution	sensing,	geolocation	and	wireless
technologies	will	enable	a	new	level	of	digital	services	that	merge	physical
and	virtual	experiences	and	link	human	senses	with	ambient	and	remote
data.			What	is	being	referred	to	as	Beyond	5G,	is	set	to	boast	ultra-high
speeds,	ultra-high	capacity,	ultra-low	latency,	ultra-multi-terminal
connections	and	ultra-low	power	consumption.	Combined	with	an
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expansion	of	connectivity	into	the	sea,	air	and	even	space,	this	would	have
the	power	to	transform	society.	This	future	eco-system	is	on	course	to	be
more	collaborative	and	inclusive	than	previous	generations	of	networks.
The	HORIZON-JU-SNS-2022	project	FIDAL,	aims	to	lead	the	way	by
promoting	open	architectures,	large	experimentation	sites	and	taking	a
multi-stakeholder	approach.

read	more

Dr.	Ioannis	Markopoulos
Head,	EU	&	International	Business,	NOVA

An	interview	with	Antonis	Georgiou

Q:	Mr.	Georgiou,	as	the	founder	and	Managing	Director	of	ACTA,	a
test	and	measurements	for	telecommunications	and	IT	technology
company,	I’d	like	to	take	you	back	to	when	you	started	the
company	in	2002.		What	were	your	products	and	services	then,	and
what	are	they	now?
	
If	I	look	at	what	we	were	selling	20	years	ago,	a	lot	of	these	technologies
are	now	redundant.		ACTA,	in	recent	years,	has	deployed	a	zero-touch
provisioning	(TR-069)	CPE	management	solution,	for	remote	management
and	monitoring,	with	security	improvement	and	threat	mitigation	via	fast
and	massive	CPE	upgrades	and	configuration,	in	three	Greek	Telecom
Operators.	This	application	is	critical	to	Service	Providers	since	the
number	of	user	routers	is	in	the	millions	and	manual	configuration	and
management	would	be	impossible.
An	Electromagnetic	(EMF)	radiation	monitoring	and	analysis	system,	a
distributed	system	-	for	which	ACTA	was	a	significant	member	of	the
development	team	-	has	been	developed	and	is	operational.	All	variety
types	of	NARDA	STS	stations/probes	are	supported.	It	provides	scientific
evidence	on	the	exposure	of	the	public,	thus,	promoting	a	healthier
environment,	with	continuous	and	reliable	monitoring	of	the	compliance
of	the	reference	EMF	limits	of	safe	exposure	of	the	public	to	high-
frequency	electromagnetic	fields.	The	solution	is	currently	deployed	at	the
Greek	EMF	Regulator	Authority,	as	well	as	in	other	three	(The	Romanian
EMF	Authority,	EMF	Authority	of	Paraguay,	as	well	as	in	Tonga,	Africa)
around	the	Globe.	We	are	also	looking	into	future	developments	for	B5G
networks.
	
Q:	What	would	you	say	your	main	commitments	are	at	ACTA?
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I'd	say	providing	our	customers	with	the	capability	of	monitoring	their
telecom	network,	with	carrier	grade	solutions.	The	solutions	are	future
proof.	And	furthermore,	looking	into	5G,	B5G,	6G	technologies	and
preparing	for	testing	and	measurement	solutions	for	the	latest	and
upcoming	technologies.	We	support	our	customers	throughout	the
products	lifecycle	and	offer	services	for	training	and	operational	support,
so	that	they	feel	confident	and	secure.
	
Q:	What	are	the	major	challenges	facing	the	technology	and
telecommunications	industry	today	and	how	do	you	keep	up	with
the	rapid	advancements?
	
On	the	Telecom	networks	field,	technology	is	now	changing	at	a	much
faster	pace,	than	20	years	ago:	3G,	4G,	5G	(6G	is	already	on	the	initial
technology	design	phase).		This	makes	it	more	difficult	for	all	the	market
players	(Manufacturers,	Integrators,	Operators)	to	“absorb”	the	new
technology:	manufacturing,	deploying,	and	efficiently	operating	the
networks.		The	complexity	of	the	technology	protocols	has	been
dramatically	increased.
On	the	fixed	line	network	part,	we	are	now	in	the	middle	of	the	FTTH
access	network	deployment	curve,	replacing	the	copper	access	network,
that	is	historically	the	very	first	part	of	the	network,	deployed	in	the	field.	
This	means	a	large	shift	with	high	investments	for	all	the	counterparts	but
also	an	opportunity	to	adopt	new	approaches	on	deploying	and	operating
the	network:	automated	processes	(on	network	installation,	service
provisioning	fault	troubleshooting),	and	rather	monitoring	than	testing
after	a	fault.
Now,	because	of	these,	we	need	to	work	closer	with	our	customers	and
better	understand	their	requirements,	to	be	able	to	provide	real	value	to
them.
	
Q:	ACTA	is	actively	involved	in	Research	and	Development.		In	fact,
we	will	be	collaborating	closely	as	part	of	the	Horizon	Europe
CUSTODES	project	which	will	be	starting	in	October	2023.		This
project	focuses	on	cybersecurity	certification	playing	a	crucial	role
in	increasing	the	security	of	ICT	products	and	services.	What	do
you	think	are	the	challenges	facing	cybersecurity,	and	how	can
these	be	addressed?
	
The	amount	of	equipment	that	will	be	involved	in	telecom	technologies,
the	implementation	of	a	variety	of	such	networks	and	the	amount	of	data
produced,	creates	the	need	for	enterprise	level	measurements,	of
cybersecurity	effecting	parameters,	and	educated	understanding	of	the
results.
	
Q:	What	would	your	advice	be	to	businesses	to	thrive	and	stay
competitive?
	
I	would	definitely	say	that	well	trained	personnel	are	needed,	who	need	to
be	provided	with	opportunities	to	be	involved	in	new	technology
experiences!
	

Our	news



π-ΝΕΤ	announces	that	it	is	hiring	for	the	following	positions:	
Networks	Engineer	and	Security	Researcher	for	European	Projects
5G/6G	Networks	Researcher	for	European	Projects
Senior	Developers	/	Researchers	for	5G/NFV	Services
Junior	Developers	/	Researchers	for	5G/NFV	Services	

π-NET	organised	the	“5G	and	the
Metaverse	Conference”	which
was	held	on	04/04/23	at	the	Patras
Science	Park!	The	Conference
focused	on	the	latest	trends	in	the
Metaverse	and	showcased
technologies	and	use-cases	from
Greece	and	abroad.	It	managed	to
attract	international	interest,
based	on	which	an	interview	with
Dr.	Christos	Dimas,	former	Deputy
Minister	for	Development	and
Investments	was	organized	and	an
article	published	in	Forbes!		

Marios	Nicolaou,	Business
Development	Director	at	π-ΝΕΤ
was	interviewed	by	Ionian	TV
journalist,	Tasos	Theodosis	on	π-
ΝΕΤ’s	goals,	its	activities,	how	it
can	contribute	towards	the
development	of	the	Region	of
Western	Greece,	and	on	our	5G
and	the	Metaverse	Conference
which	was	held	in	April	2023	at
the	Patras	Science	Park.			

http://p-net.gr/files/P0008.pdf
http://p-net.gr/files/P0009.pdf
http://p-net.gr/files/P0005.pdf
http://p-net.gr/files/P0004.pdf
http://p-net.gr/5gmetaverse/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/moorinsights/2023/04/13/greece-aims-for-olympian-heights-with-5g-and-beyond/?sh=29437dce77f7


Marios	Nicolaou,	Business
Development	Director,
participated	in	the	GLAWBUS
Global	Law	and	Business
Organisation	Conference	held
on	June	15th	-	16th	in	Athens.	The
panel	discussion	moderated	by
Marios	was	entitled
“Opportunities	for
Professionals	from	Upcoming
Technologies:	AI,	Metaverse,
6G	and	LEO	Sats.	How	to	beat
the	curve	and	catch	the	waves
first”,	where	one	of	the	findings
emphasized	was	the	need	for	a
new	legal	framework	for	the
Metaverse	and	emerging
technologies.

π-NET	is	excited	to	engage	in	R&I
collaborations	with	the
Foundation	of	the	Hellenic
World	(Ίδρυμα	Μείζονος
Ελληνισμού)!		
Through	XR	applications,	one	can
experience	Greece's	history	and
culture	through	immersive
solutions	utilizing	mixed	reality.
Visual	and	Augmented	Reality
present	strong	opportunities	for
Greece	in	enabling	new	use	cases
and	experiences!

The	105th	Annual	General	Assembly	of	the	Federation	of	Enterprises
&	Industries	of	the	Peloponnese	and	Western	Greece	(Σύνδεσμος
Επιχειρήσεων	και	Βιομηχανιών	Πελοποννήσου	&	Δυτικής	Ελλάδος)	was
held	on	11/06/23	at	Porto	Rio	Hotel,	Patras,	where	π-NET	was
represented	by	its	Managing	Director,	Didoe	Prevedourou.		The	positive
footprint	of	the	Federation’s	activities	in	the	region	from	both	business
and	social	perspectives	was	a	key	takeaway	point.

As	Cybersecurity	certification	is	a
complex	process	posing	a	variety
of	challenges,	π-NET	announces	its
participation	in	the	Horizon
Europe	CUSTODES	Project,
aiming	at	providing	trustworthy,
cost-effective,	agile	and	portable

As	5G	-and	beyond-	networks
provide	a	strong	foundation	for	the
EU’s	digital	transformation,	focus
is	placed	on	security,	privacy	and
trust	challenges.
The	SAND5G	Project	aims	to
provide	high-quality	technical
security	solutions,	while	delivering



conformity	assessment	capabilities
covering	multiple	assurance	levels
of	composite	ICT	products	or	ICT
services.	
Led	by	RISE	Research	Institutes	of
Sweden,	the	CUSTODES	Project	is
built	on	a	collaboration	of	17
organizations	from	11	EU	member
states	and	associated	countries.

a	risk	and	impact	assessment
platform	for	5G	to	support	
stakeholders	secure	their	systems
and	services;	and	National
Authorities	and	Member	States’
Regulators	in	overviewing	the
security	status	and	applied
measures	that	implement	their
national	cybersecurity	strategies
and	legislation,	in	line	with
European	5G	cybersecurity
policies	and	the	proposed	EU
toolbox	for	5G	security.

Our	partners'	news

Intracom	Telecom	announced	its
partnership	with	the
Municipality	of	Vari	-	Voula	-
Vouliagmeni	for	an	innovative
smart	city	project	"Supply,
installation,	and	operation	of	an
Internet	of	Things	network."	The
project	aims	to	enhance	the
citizens'	experience	and	optimize
the	municipality's	operations
through	the	utilization	of	modern
technologies.		

Intracom	Telecom	has	undertaken
the	implementation	of	the
integrated	maritime	surveillance
and	vessel	traffic	monitoring
system	for	the	North	Aegean	Sea.
The	project	was	awarded	by	the
Hellenic	Coast	Guard	to	Intracom
Telecom	after	an	international
public	tender	and	is	related	to	the
supply	of	an	integrated	maritime
surveillance	system.	

Intracom	Telecom	announced	its
successful	participation	in	the	4th
ETSI	mWT	SDN	Plugtest™	with
UltraLink™-GX80	E-Band	radio,
natively	supporting
SDN/NETCONF	in	the
Equipment's	Software	for	end-to-
end	Network/Service	auto-
discovery	and	L2	(E-LINE)	Service
Provisioning.	Building	on	its
leading	Radio	Performance,

Intracom	Telecom	was	awarded	for
its	Smart	Carport	solution
during	the	Mobility	Awards	2023.
Smart	Carport	is	the	ideal	electric
vehicle	charging	solution	for
private	companies	and
municipalities	that	have	open
parking	spaces,	combining	hybrid
energy	sources	and	a	multitude	of
smart	applications	with	real-time
remote	management,	contributing

https://www.intracom-telecom.com/en/news/press/press2023/2023_06_28.htm
https://intracom-telecom.com/en/news/press/press2023/2023_05_23.htm
https://intracom-telecom.com/en/news/press/press2023/2023_05_22.htm
https://www.intracom-telecom.com/SmartCarport


UltraLink™-GX80	powered	with
SDN	capabilities,	allows	Operators
to	efficiently	transform	their
networks,	deliver	innovative
services,	improve	operational
efficiency,	and	provide	superior
customer	experience.	

to	both	environmental
sustainability	and	business
viability.

The	simplification	and	digitization
of	business	processes	is	today	a
priority	for	all	organizations	and
CandiSign	application	is	the	ideal
solutions	to	meet	these	challenges,
especially	if	they	regard	contracts
and	agreements.	CandiSign	has
been	developed	by	Team	Candi,	a
100%	subsidiary	of	Info	Quest
Technologies,	Microsoft	Solution
Partner	and	the	only	Greek
company	certified	for	Microsoft
Specialization	for	Low	Code/No
Code	Application	Development.
CandiSign	brings	the	innovation	of
electronic	signature	to	every
business.		

It	is	based	on	Azure	architecture
and	connects	DocuSign	platform
with	the	company's	existing
systems,	such	as	ERP,	CRM,	or
collaboration	applications	like
“SharePoint”	or	“Teams”.	The
application	can	be	immediately
integrated	into	the	existing
systems	and	ensures,	amongst
other	benefits,	security,	speed,
error	avoidance	and	instantly
accessible	files	on	cloud.
CandiSign	is	ideal	for	both	large
organizations	and	SMEs	and	is	an
eligible	RRF	solution.	It	is	also
available	on	Microsoft's	Azure
Marketplace.		

http://www.candisign.gr/


On	June	5	-	8th	2023,	members	of
Technology	Transfer	Offices	from
6	Greek	Universities	and	Research
Centres	participated	in	a	study	trip
to	the	Netherlands,	comprising	of
intensive	workshops	and
networking	opportunities,	co-
organized	by	Orange	Grove,	the
Embassy	of	the	Netherlands	in
Athens	and	Preneurz.Amsterdam,
as	part	of	their	"Entrepreneurial
University"	initiative.		With	the
title	"Exploring	Technology	/
Knowledge	Transfer	in	the
Netherlands",	the	program	focused
on	the	Dutch	experience	in
Technology	Transfer	and	the	ways
in	which	entrepreneurial	thinking
is	developed	in	academic
communities.

The	program	included,	among
other,	visits	to	the	Starthub	of	the
Vrije	Universiteit	Amsterdam,	the
Amsterdam	Science	Park	/	Startup
Village,	the	Humanities	Venture
Lab	of	the	University	of
Amsterdam	and	the	Leiden	Bio
Science	Park	at	Leiden	University.
Each	day	focused	on	a	different
scientific	field	(technology	transfer
in	science,	humanities	&	social
sciences	and	biomedical	sciences),
exploring	in	depth	the	respective
opportunities	and	challenges.
Specific	themes	were	tackled,	such
as	the	design	of	tech	transfer
strategies,	the	development	of
infrastructure,	policies	and
methodologies	with	the	aim	of
providing	a	multidimensional	view.

WINGS	ICT	Solutions	Co-founder	and	Technology	Development



Specialist	had	the	opportunity	to	be	interviewed	during	the	Smart
City	Expo	2023-	Smart	Cities	–	SCDC2023	(e-expo.gr).	As	a	leading
figure	in	the	smart	city	solutions	industry,	Panagiotis	Demestichas
shared	insights	into	groundbreaking	solutions	that	are	shaping	the	future
of	urban	development.

At	the	closing	of	the	first	half	of
this	year,	as	a	result	of	the
investments	to	increase	the
storage	capacity	as	well	as	the
circumstantial	increase	of	stocks
by	its	customers,	SARMED
announces	with	great	pleasure	the
impressive	record	of	storage	of
200,000	pallets	in	its	facilities
all	around	Greece!	

SQLearn,	a	recognized	leader	in
maritime	training,	is	thrilled	to
announce	the	launch	of	its	state-
of-the-art	AI	assistant,	a
cutting-edge	addition	to	its
Computer-Based	Training
(CBT)	courses.	This	pioneering
technology	offers	an	interactive
and	engaging	learning	experience
for	seafarers	worldwide,	setting	a
new	benchmark	for	maritime
education.	

Coming	up...

The	WINGSCHARIOT	solution	for	smart	warehouses	&	transport	will
be	presented	by	WINGS	ICT	SOLUTIONS	at	the	exhibition	"Supply
Chain	&	Logistics"	which	will	take	place	on	September	30	–	October	2,
2023,	at	the	Metropolitan	Expo.	WINGS	utilizes	self-propelled	vehicles
and	robots	for	the	most	efficient	and	safe	movement	of	goods	in	and	out	of
warehouses.

https://www.wings-ict-solutions.eu/wings-co-founder-panagiotis-demestichas-interview-for-smart-cities-expo-2023/
https://www.sarmed.gr/web/newsroomen-4/
https://www.sqlearn.com/ai-maritime-training/
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